Legislative Report 
HB 2298 (Voluntary Title Protection / Recording Standards)
Summary
HB 2298 proposed authorizing a voluntary property title protection program and contemplated delaying the recording of certain documents with the stated purpose of protecting homeowners from deed fraud.  Key components of the bill were:
· Each county auditor may develop a voluntary program allowing property owners to record a fraud protection instrument against their property. 
· A property owner may record a fraud protection instrument that restricts the recording of any transfer of ownership of the property 
· If a fraud protection instrument is on record and a document transferring ownership is submitted, the county auditor may delay recording the document for up to five business days.

It was poorly drafted and inconsistent, creating unintended consequences and uncertainty in recording and title processes rather than meaningful consumer protection. 
Sean, Maureen and Carrie created a one page focused talking points document that was shared with the additional stakeholders which included that the unintended consequences were systematic recording delays, Improper legal determinations by auditors, Interference with legitimate transfers, no operational guidance when delays are triggered, inconsistent consumer protection across counties, clouded title due to missing release mechanisms and unaddressed forgery vulnerabilities. 
Opposition to HB 2298 was broad and coordinated. Lobbyists for WLTA, Realtors, Mortgage Lenders and Trustees actively engaged legislators and staff, emphasizing that the bill as a “stopgap” that failed to meet even minimal standards for effectiveness and clarity. TAN was also engaged and highly successful.  
Outcome 
HB 2298 did not advance out of the House by the 5:00 p.m. cutoff.  The Secretary of State has offered to handle the interim stakeholder work for the 2027 session through it’s recording standards commission.  This is our preferred outcome. 

HB 2333 Redaction / Data Protection (Political Violence bill)
Summary
HB 2333 addressed redaction and protection of personal information for certain protected individuals. It provides enhanced protections for elected officials against threats and harassment by increasing penalties for harassment, expanding eligibility for the Address Confidentiality Program, and authorizing residential security assessments and necessary personal security measures to address risks arising from an individual’s official role. The bill also allows elected officials, candidates, criminal justice participants, election officials, and household members to request redaction of their residential addresses from public records, including campaign finance filings, financial disclosures, property records, voter registration rolls, and candidate declarations.
As an industry we rely on county recording data and are legally required to maintain complete title plants; overly broad redaction requirements could interfere with statutory duties, therefore sought clear exemptions allowing government offices to provide copies of recorded instruments and tax records that necessarily include protected information.

Status
We requested the carve outs in appropriations and they were originally added.  However, all the redaction provisions were removed from the bill and it is now completely about funding including using funds for protection.  There will be a senate hearing on 2/20 and if any redaction provisions are added we will request the carve out again.

HB 2611 (32-hour work week / overtime threshold concern)
Summary
HB 2611 proposed a 32 hour work week, requiring overtime to be paid for any work over 32 hours in a single week. It won’t be moving forward this session. 
